
S13 Prisoner of War Control Hostels

WELCOME

Come and meet some of the residents of the POW hostels

Read some of the history of the forestry work during WW2

See some of the photos associated with this history

Sandy Creek Prisoner of War Camp South Australia
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S13 Prisoner of 
War Control 
Hostel: Mt 
Gambier-Mt Burr-
Penola

Nangwarry 
was the 
hostel site 
for Penola 

Wandilo
was the 
hostel site 
for Mount 
Gambier

In the vicinity of 
Rocky Camp was the 
hostel site for 
Mount Burr



S13 Prisoner of War Control Hostel Mt Gambier-Mt Burr-Penola
S13 PWC Hostel
A group of 200 Italian prisoners of war were 
allocated to work under the Department of Forestry 
in South Australia.  They did forestry work such as 
logging for timber, pruning trees, fencing and 
planting.  

The hostel/s operated from August 1944 to April 
1946. It appears that there were three sub-camps 
which were grouped as S13 PWC Hostel.

Like many labour projects in Australia, their history 
has many chapters. During the depression some 
government projects were worked by the 
unemployed.  During WW2 their workforce was 
drawn from internees, prisoners of war,  the Civil 
Alien Corps. Post war displaced European migrants 
worked on these projects.

In many cases, this historical transition was the same 
for facilities and buildings.  What started as army 
training camps and key defence installations, 
transitioned to hostel sites in 1946 for Italian POWs 
and then post war were repurposed as migrant 
hostels.

1945 'MILLICENT DISTRICT COUNCIL', The 
South Eastern Times (Millicent, SA : 1906 -
1954), 13 February, p. 2. , viewed 16 Apr 
2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article200106734Joanne Tapiolas ©  Footprints

Local comments in favour of the 
Italian prisoners of war



Mt Burr
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“… and anyhow the army had a  whole heap of Italian Prisoners of War from 
the Middle East who had been in India and they’d, when the Japs looked like 
taking over India, they stuck them all on a boat and sent them out to 
Australian and landed… landed them, so we got landed with a camp full of 
those.  But er … they  didn’t cut any wood at all, oh they’d cut a few 
hundredweight that’s all they’d cut a few hundredweight a day and then 
knock off, it was too hot.  It was run by the army, I had no authority over that, 
that was an army camp.  It was our camp and we were to get the wood but 
er… we got very little wood out of them.  See the first week they were there, 
they put them in this camp and I went out to see the bloke in charge of the 
camp and I said, “When are we going to get some wood?” he said, “When we 
get the camp ready,” He had these blokes all painting white stones to make 
nice pathways round the camp and all this sort of business.”

from Vincent M. (Vin) Healy

J.D. Somerville Oral History Collection State Library of South Australia

1947 '£16,000 BLAZE IN CELLULOSE WOOD 
STACKS', Border Watch (Mount Gambier, SA : 1861 -
1954), 12 August, p. 1. , viewed 22 Dec 2019, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article78596523



1945 'TODAY: Court Dramas', The Daily Telegraph (Sydney, NSW : 1931 -
1954), 1 July, p. 23. , viewed 22 Dec 2019, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article247633624

Delfino Petrella
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Escaped from Mt Burr

1946 'MORE ESCAPES.', The West Australian (Perth, 
WA : 1879 - 1954), 3 April, p. 13. , viewed 16 Apr 
2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article50333967

1946 'POLICE SEEKING TWO ITALIAN ESCAPEES', News (Adelaide, SA : 1923 - 1954), 2 
April, p. 1. , viewed 22 Dec 2019, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article129992026
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This photo of a group of Italians with their musical 
instruments was taken on 1.2.46 S.A. Most likely these are 
some of the Italian prisoners of war working at Mt Burr 
Forestry and living at S13 Hostel. Salisci = Salis?

Antioco Pinna who worked at Mt Burr took this photo 
home to Sardinia.

Possibly the grey haired man is one of the Australian 
forestry managers.

Antioco Pinna left S13 on 28th March 1946. Alberto Salis
and Agostino D’Agostino escaped from S13 Mt Burr on 
24th March 1946.  

Connections: Alberto Salis and Agostino D’Agostino were 
allocated to S13 Hostel. Alberto Salis was from San Antioco
Cagliari and Antioco Pinna was from was from Palma 
Suergio Cagliari. All three had been sent to the hostel on 
4.8.44. 



1944 'Girl Timber Workers', Border Watch (Mount 

Gambier, SA : 1861 - 1954), 23 September, p. 6. , viewed 
19 Jul 2019, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article78192418
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Old Mt Muirhead bakeryMt Burr Timber Mill 1940 Italian POWs were not the only 
forestry/timber workforce.

Mt Burr

State Library of South Australia
collections.slsa.sa.gov.au/resource/B+41910



Antonio Grande was allocated to work in S13 district 
on 12.12.44.  On 12.3.45 he was given seven days – CB 
with loss of privilege. On 27.6.45 he was given 6 
months detention to be served at Hay Detention for 
used of threatening language to the medical officer.

Another breach in discipline was discovered when his 
possessions were searched.  He had been fraternising 
with the Matheson family of Millicent: two sisters and 
brother John.  Grande had given Miss May Matheson 
£1 to buy three copies of Rugouts books on the 
Italian/English languages.

When the books arrived, Miss May and her sister 
walked up to the pines to inform Grande that his 
books had arrived and to deliver his change.  They 
were told that Grande was no longer at Mt Burr but 
his cousin visited their Millicent home to collect the 
books together with Frank.  Miss May also mentions  
in her letter to Grande regarding who had the books, 
another POW: Vince.

As Grande was already at Hay, the police informed 
the Matheson family that fraternisation was in breach 
of rules.

1945 'Italian Before Military Court', The 
Advertiser (Adelaide, SA : 1931 - 1954), 28 June, 
p. 3. , viewed 19 Dec 2019, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article43499650

Prisoner of War – Mt Burr – Antonio Grande
Italian Before Military Court

An Italian prisoner of war, Antonio 
Grande, was charged before a military 
court at Keswick yesterday.  He 
pleaded not guilty to the charge that at 
Mt Burr on April 30, he had said to an 
Italian surgeon-lieutenant: who was 
employed in connection with the POW 
hostel at that place – “Who gave you 
your doctor’s certificate. Come outside 
and I’ll fight you.  Take off your pips.” 
The charge continued that he then said, 
“I am sorry the Germans never won the 
war.  If the Germans had won the war, 
they would have cut the heads off all 
your officers.”
In giving evidence in Italian through an 
interpreter, Grande denied that he had 
said he was sorry the Germans did not 
win the war. “I am a military man, not 
a good Fascists, “ he said. He stated 
that he had served in an armoured 
division of the fascist army for 11 years 
and had never been punished.
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Prisoner of War Hostel at Wandilo in the south east of 

South Australia

From Peter Dunn and Jeff Holly

https://www.ozatwar.com/pow/wandillo.htm

Wandilo near Mt Gambier



Wandilo Forestry Camp

The following information is reproduced from Wandilo – Then and Now by Brian J 
O’Connor:

…Dramatically, however because of the war a new camp was started.  Where the original 
unemployment camp had been situated, just north of the siding. This time it was set up to house 
Italian internees. Many of these men had been in Australia a lifetime, and included farmers from 
North Queensland to hoteliers and restaurateurs from Sydney.  No matter what their previous 
experience they were sent to work in the forest. This lasted till there was an influx of prisoners of 
war.  The internees were sent to the River district of South Australia and the prisoners of war 
were moved in.

These prisoners had been captured during the push through North Africa into Cyrenaica by the 
British troops.  They were trusted men, and they were quickly set to work in the pines, trimming, 
shoot bashing, fencing new paddocks, planting and any other jobs necessary in the plantations.  
Man power was short because of the war, so these fit young men were much valued.  They were 
guarded by eight or ten Australian troops, who had been B classed, or were too old for active 
service.  These troops consisted of an officer, a sergeant, a corporal or two plus half a dozen 
privates.  This was a well equipped camp, with a Y.M.C.A. hut with plenty of amenities and good 
cooking facilities.  The prisoners had a reasonably tough time, as they were treated as enemies by 
most of the locals.  Among them were some lovely singers- one had trained with Beniamino Gigli, 
a famous Italian tenor.  Often during the evenings he would stroll through the pines to visit us –
and he would sing as he walked – his magnificent voice echoing through the pines.  I had just 
been discharged from the army myself, and became friendly with many of these men, but he was 
my closest friend and I kept in touch with him when he first went back to Italy.  When the camp 
broke up, I was invited to a farewell meal.  It was, of course, an Italian meal, so we had wine to 
drink, though that was not a common drink generally in Australia at the time.  It was an 
unforgettable meal, and I felt greatly honoured.  I was the only Australian there.  I drove down 
there in the old horse and cart, and when I returned home my cart was laden with bags of sugar, a 
case of tea, a bag of flour and some jams and pickles.  It was supposed to have been destroyed.  
These things were rationed at the time, so I was very grateful and very popular at home.  Because 
these men were infantrymen, as I had been, we had a great rapport and I missed them when they 
left.
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As he watched his good friends go off to battle, the young man was given another wartime task.
"When the prisoners all came out to Wandilo, I was enlisted to look after them," he said.
Holding the enemy heritage, Italian and German immigrants who had settled in Australia during the early 19th century, 
were locked up in prisoner of war camps around the country.
One was situated in the middle of pine forest at Wandilo in South Australia's South East.
At the site of the old camp today, only wildflowers and pine trees remain.
But in 1939, high fences and shabby wooden huts were 'home' to over 100 prisoners.
Although POW camps holding Australians overseas were notorious for their mistreatment of prisoners, Eddie said it was a different story at Wandilo.
"They were on a holiday here," he said.
"The men weren't really prisoners of war, they just came from a country that was involved.
"Most of them out there were Italians who didn't want to be in the war in the first place - they used to call me Eduardo."
He said his charges were a happy mob - 'always singing and making big pots of spaghetti'.
Eddie said his job was to ensure his prisoners stayed in the camp and to escort them to their daily work, pruning the thousands of pine trees in the plantation.
Armed with a rifle, he said his ammunition was always hidden.
"I used to say, 'you fellas better get in and work today pruning those trees,' or I might put a bullet in the gun.“ Pure bluff, he said.
He said the biggest punishment in the camp was 'pump duty', a repetitive task that saw the men get blisters from working a hand-held pump to get water for the camp, 
one day of which was generally enough to restore order.
"All day, pumping the water for the garden - they said 'Mr Eddie, tomorrow we go back with you and work hard'."
Food and supplies used to be delivered by train, the line running parallel to the camp, tempting some of the men.
Once, Eddie said, two or three prisoners made a break for it.
"They were scheming away, someone told 'em' Adelaide was only just over the hill.
"They took some food and headed off, walked for two days and every time the train came through they'd drop down and hide.
"But when they found out Adelaide was still about 400ks away, they walked out on the line and said 'take us back'," Eddie laughs at the thought.
He said he made 'many friends' at the camp, with men telling him they would return to Australia once the war was over, to live with their families.
Some made good on their promise.
Around four years after the war had ended, there was a knock on the door.
"We thought 'who in the hell in this at dinnertime,' and I went to the door and there was some of these Italians," Eddie said.
"They said, 'we tell you, we come, we're here'."
They were invited for dinner and stayed on in Eddie's life for years, one former POW beginning a bike shop in Adelaide.
Eddie hasn't spoken to them for decades but says he thinks of them often, his memories of days in the camp still vibrant.
He also thinks about his good friends, who left from Compton Primary School to fight for Australia and who never returned.
"I got mates killed in the war, but there's nothing much you can do about it," he said.
"You think of them though.
"It keeps things alive."
After the war ended, Eddie was recognised by the RSL for his service looking after the prisoners.

Friends with the enemy: Eddie 
Heaver's POWs
By Kate Hill ABC South East SA
4 April, 2014 11:19AM ACST



Resident recalls Italian 
POW facility at Wandilo

A Wandilo camp which housed World War II internees and after 
Italian prisoners of war is lodged firmly in the memory of Bill 
Tye, who used to live right across the road from the facility.
Mr Tye tells how there were three separate POW camps at 
Nangwarry, Wandilo and Mount Burr.
The Wandilo facility was there in 1943 and remained until the 
war ended, being dismantled in the 1950s.
“Wandilo was the main one,” Mr Tye said.
“An Italian army doctor was based at the Wandilo Camp.
“They were all Italians, captured in North Africa,” he said…
“My dad looked after the forests at Wandilo for Woods and 
Forests.
“ My first job I got when I left school, I helped build the camp,” 
he said.
“When the POWs were there they were trimming the trees, 
pruning the trees and log cutting.”
He reckons there were 75 prisoners at Wandilo and 50 each at 
Nangwarry and Mount Burr.
“All the supplies for the POWs were picked up from the 
quartermaster’s store at the aerodrome, then delivered to 
Nangwarry, then across to Mount Burr and back to Wandilo.
“I used to ride the truck with them,” Mr Tye said.
… there were no fences and the prisoners ‘just roamed around.’
“They were very quiet blokes and they had no way of escaping out 
of Australia – and they were looked after very well.
“ We had no problems with them whatsoever,” he said.
“There was only one escape and he travelled to Mount Burr to see 
one of his friends.”
From article by Gavin Stafford War Camps remembered
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The escapee is not 
mentioned by name but 
he could be the man 
mentioned by Mr Tye
from Wandilo. Mr Tye
said that one of the 
Italians left Wandilo to 
visit a friend at Mt Burr

Prisoner of War – found at Mt Burr

1944 'Italian Prisoner Of War 
Recaptured', The Advertiser (Adelaide, SA 
: 1931 - 1954), 19 August, p. 8. , viewed 
20 Dec 2019, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article43216847
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Working party of Italian at Nangwarry Wood Camp in 

1944. The Army guard can be seen at the left hand 

side of the photograph

From Peter Dunn and Jeff Holly

https://www.ozatwar.com/pow/nangwarry.htm

Nangwarry near Penola

Nangwarry POW Hostel
Photos courtesy of Nangwarry Forestry and Logging Museum

https://www.mountgambierpoint.com.au/attractions/nangwarry-forestry-and-
logging-museum/



Antonio Guidoni

1945 'CAPTIVE WEEPS AT EVIDENCE OF WIFE'S DEATH', News (Adelaide, SA : 
1923 - 1954), 30 May, p. 3. , viewed 27 Dec 2019, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article127032110

Antonio Guidoni was allocated to S13 and Nangwarry Hostel.  On 10.3.45 he left 
‘place of employment without permission’.  In the morning Guidoni had been 
ordered to pack his kit in preparation for his transfer to Sandy Creek as he was 
considered a ‘bad influence’ on other POWs.

Later that day, Guidoni was apprehended at the home of Mr E.T. Dowling at 
Tarpeena.  Interviews with the Dowling family discovered that Guidoni had 
visited their home on previous occasions of account of the children who were 
aged from 3 to 12 years.  On 10.3.45, he had called at the home to ask for a drink 
of water.

From the army report, “PW is definitely of the agitator type and is suspect of 
being one of the main causes of trouble at Nangwarry Hostel, being somewhat of 
a Bush Lawyer, and lets others fire his bullets for him.” (NAA: D2377, 18)

Interestingly, Guidoni was a family man, married with a daughter.

After having served  28 days detention during March/April 1945, he had only 5 
days in camp before he was accused of ‘disobeying an order’ on 17.4.45.  the 
following newspaper article outlines some of the details of the trial. 

As part of his defence, the details of his wife’s death during a bombardment in 
Italy and his distress caused by his grief, was proffered.  
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At Nangwarry, ‘girls’ are 
working making pine 
fruit cases.

Nangwarry Mill South Australia
https://trove.nla.gov.au/work/208440454?q=Nangwarry+sawmills&l-

decade=194&c=picture&versionId=228732813
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Sandy Creek No 17 Prisoner of War Camp 
was a transit camp.  It accommodated 600 
Italian POWs from April 1944 to May 1946.

Sleeping arrangements were in tents. The 
other buildings: mess, kitchen, canteen, 
ablutions were in permanent buildings.

http://www.barossa.com/jack-bobridge-track-sign-
5-sandy-creek/jack-bobridge-track-sign-5-sandy-
creek
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Mail sent from Sandy 
Creek PW Camp

Italian prisoners of war to South Australia 
entered via Sandy Creek or a transit 
centre: Wayville.



Loveday SA
Loveday Prisoner of War Camp No 14 held 400 prisoners of 
war and internees.  There were four compounds each of 
1000 men: Compound A, B, C and D.  It operated from June 
1943 to December 1946.

In 1946, it housed Italian prisoners of war from Tasmania 
and South Australia, in preparation for their repatriation. 

BARMERA, SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 1943-03-11/17. NO. 10 
COMPOUND OF THE 14TH AUSTRALIAN PRISONER OF 
WAR AND INTERNMENT CAMP LOVEDAY GROUP. THIS 
COMPOUND IS FOR GERMAN AND ITALIAN PRISONERS 
OF WAR. Australian War Memorial Image 064846
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Italian Prisoners of War at Loveday
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Antioco Pinna

I introduce to you Antioco Pinna from Sardinia.  Luigi, his son, began research into his father’s time as a soldier in 
the Italian army and his time as a prisoner of war in Australia with a handful of photos.

It is thanks to Luigi that Colleen Hammat from Millicent SA and Ann McLaughlin from Dubbo NSW  have 
launched a sideline research project to locate information about S13 Prisoner of War Control Hostel at Mt Burr-
Mount Gambier-Penola.

Piece by piece, photos and recollection have emerged.  They give us a glimpse into a time past when Italian 
prisoners of war worked in forestry in South Australia.

Part of Antioco’s journey is illustrated in the following pages….
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Postcard sent from Napoli before 
departure for Africa
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Wolchefit, Wolkefit, Uolchefit

Antioco Pinna was captured 27th September 
1941. 

27th September 1941 The Wolkefit
headquarters ends. The Italian garrison 
surrenders to the troops of the 25th East 
African Brigade.

1941 '4000 SURRENDER AT WOLCHEFIT', Examiner 
(Launceston, Tas. : 1900 - 1954), 30 September, p. 
1. (LATE NEWS EDITION), viewed 16 Apr 2018, 
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article52466929

Antioco Pinna [on left] Octobeer 23 1940
(photo courtesy of Luigi Pinna

Antioco Pinna Autonomous Detachment Autocentro in Gondar
(photo courtesy of Luigi Pinna)



Antioco Pinna aka Jimmy/Jimmie
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It was a common practice for 
employers of the Italian prisoners of 
war to give them a nickname or an 
Aussie name eg George, Tommy, 
Hector, Tony, Jimmy, Raffa

It seems that Antioco was given the 
name Jimmy and the child John, must 
have referred to him as “Jimmy Man”

The puzzle however is ‘who is this 
little boy, John?’

Photo courtesy of Luigi Pinna Italy
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Antioco (Jimmy) made 
friends with South 
Australian locals who he 
came in contact with and 
who gave him photos 
before he left for 
repatriation to Italy. 

From Queensland 
research, letters from 
Italian POWs written 
after they left Qld farms, 
ask if they could be sent 
a photo of the children, 
so that they had 
something to remember 
them by.

The friendships formed 
with and hospitality of 
South Australians more 
than likely contributed 
to Antioco being 
‘desirous of remaining in 
Australia.’

Photos courtesy of Luigi Pinna



Warren Family at Millicent
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Photo courtesy of Luigi Pinna Italy
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The Warren Family

The Warren family was one particular family who befriended 
Antioco.

Ted and Hilda Warren lived in Millicent where sons John and Ben, 
and daughter Ina were born.  Ted went to work in the nursery 
growing pines for the plantation.  A piece of uncleared land was 
bough between Rocky Camp and Mt Muirhead.  The family built a 
house on this block and children Reta, Ronald and Keith were born 
at Mt Muirhead. Most of the land was sold to  the Forests 
Department but Ted and Hilda retained the house. 

The proximity of the house to Forestry land indicates that the 
Italian prisoners of war were also housed in a hostel in this area.  
During WW2 Ina and her daughter (Kayelene) lived with Ted and 
Hilda, as did John’s wife Audrey and their son (Barry) as John served 
in the army overseas.
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Antioco Pinna’s collection 
of photos relating to the 
Warren family indicates a 
friendship was forged 
between members of the 
Warren family and Antioco.



1946 ‘Italian Prisoners Of War Sailing For Home', Barrier 
Miner (Broken Hill, NSW : 1888 - 1954), 8 November, p. 8. , 
viewed 16 Apr 2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-
article48482478
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Going Home on the ‘Strathmore’

Antioco Pinna

In a tribute to their father, sons 
Luigi and Antonio Pinna 

published his story in 2018.


