Egypt,Libya, Eritrea and Ethiopia
Italian Armed Forces in Africa
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Libya and Egypt
Tobruk

Italian soldiers retreating
after the Battle of Sidi
Barrani were captured at
Buq Buq

Battle of Sidi Barrani

Bardia

Gialo (Jalo)

Map of Western Desert Campaign 1941/42 from Operation Sonnerblume, Wikipedia

Giarabub Oasis

Joanne Tapiolas © Footprints

Sidi el Barrani

Giovanni Ragusa
Photo courtesy of Antonio Ragusa

Sidi el Barrani was the first battle of Operation Compass. It was the
first British attack in the Western Desert Campaign 10th – 11th
December 1940. The capture of supplies and 20,000 Italian troops.
Sidi el Barrani had been taken by the Italians three months before and
was a vital rail connection on the border between Libya and Egypt.
Italian troops were forced to retreat suffering defeats at Sollum, Buq
Buq, Fort Capuzzo, Halfaya Pass, Sidi Omar as the allies forced the
Italian line to Bardia.

SIDI BARRANI, EGYPT. IN THE COURTYARD OF THE DAMAGED BARRACKS AFTER THE NAVAL
BOMBARDMENT OF THIS ITALIAN STRONGHOLD. 14th December 1940 AWM Image 00441 3,
Photographer James Francis Hurley
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https://medium.com/@Inflab/southern-front-maps-of-world-war-ii-ffbd40467bc3
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Sollum – Fort Capuzzo

13th December 1940 SIDI BARRANI - A STREAM OF PRISONERS NEARLY
TWO MILES LONG CAME INTO SIDI BARRANI FROM THE SOLLUM AREA,
THERE TO AWAIT TRANSHIPMENT TO PRISON CAMPS. (PHOTOGRAPHED
BY F. HURLEY).

24th December 1040 FORT CAPUZZO, LIBYA. AN ITALIAN STRONGHOLD BETWEEN SOLLUM AND
BARDIA WHICH FELL TO THE BRITISH FORCES. THE NAVY ASSISTED IN THE BOMBARDMENT OF
THE FORT AND IT WAS REDUCED TO RUINS. IT WAS FORMERLY A STRONGPOST FOR GUARDING
OF A WATER POINT FOR ITALIANS. AWM Photographer F Hurley
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Umberto Liberto ‘celebrated’ his 19th birthday in the
deserts of Libya on 29th January 1941.

Beda Fomm

On the 7th February 1941, Private Umberto Liberto was
captured at Benghazi.

He had served with the 4th Battalion Libyan Colonial
Service for 10 months.

NAA: A367, C88668

Italian troops in action near Benghazi during the major British offensive into Cyrenaica,
Libya
https://germanwarmachine.com/timelines/world-war-ii-day-by-day/world-war-ii-1941/february-1941
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Late on 5 February, Combeforce arrived at the Via Balbia south of Benghazi and set up road blocks near Sidi Saleh, about 30 mi (48 km) south-west of Antelat and 20 mi
(32 km) north of Ajedabia. The leading elements of the 10th Army arrived thirty minutes after the British who sprung the ambush. Next day the Italians attacked to
break through and continued their attacks into 7 February. With British reinforcements arriving and the Australians pressing down the road from Benghazi, the 10th
Army surrendered later that day. Between Benghazi to Agedabia, the British took 25,000 prisoners, captured 107 tanks and 93 guns of the Operation Compass totals
of 133,298 men, 420 tanks and 845 guns.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Beda_Fomm
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Cyril Joly was an officer in one of the tanks and later wrote a classic account of the action:
From my position on the dune I watched an attack which was launched soon after dawn by
about thirty Italian tanks against the position on the road. This was beaten off quickly and with
little difficulty.
For a time there was silence on both sides. For all the efforts of the previous day, the Italian
column still looked huge and threatening. I watched with apprehension the movements of the
mass of vehicles before me. On either side of me, hidden behind the crests of other dunes and
ridges, I knew that there were other eyes just as anxious as mine, surveying the scene before
them. In the mind of each one of us was the sure knowledge that we were well outnumbered.
Each of us knew by what slim margin we still held dominance over the battlefield.
Our threat was but a facade – behind us there were no more reserves of further troops. Even
the supplies of the very sinews which could keep us going had almost run out. If we lost now
we were faced with capture or a hopeless retreat into the empty distances of the inner desert.
It was a sobering thought. I felt that the day, with all its black, wet dullness, was heavy
with ominous foreboding. The scene before me was made gloomy enough to match my
mood by the black clouds of acrid smoke which shrouded the battlefield like a brooding
pall.
Gradually I became aware of a startling change. First one and then another white flag
appeared in the host of vehicles. More and more became visible, until the whole column
was a forest of waving white banners. Small groups of Italians started to move out
hesitantly towards where they knew we lay watching them. Larger groups appeared,
some on foot, some in vehicles. Still not able to believe the evidence of his own eyes,
the Colonel warned, “. . . Don’t make a move. This may be a trap. Wait and see what
happens. Off.”
But it was no trap. Italians of all shapes and sizes, all ranks, all regiments and all
services swarmed out to be taken prisoner. I felt that nothing would ever surprise me again
after my loader suddenly- shouted: “Look, sir, there’s a couple of bints there coming towards
us. Can I go an’ grab ’em, sir? I could do with a bit of home comforts.” We took the two girls
captive, installed them in a vehicle of their own and kept them for a few days to do our cooking
and washing. I refrained from asking what other duties were required of the women, but noted
that they remained contented and cheerful.
http://ww2today.com/7th-february-1941-the-italians-surrender-at-beda-fomm
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BEDA FOMM, LIBYA. 1941-02. ITALIAN CARRO ARMATO M13/40
MEDIUM TANKS CAPTURED AT THE BATTLE OF BEDA FOMM.
(PHOTOGRAPH REPRODUCED IN OFFICIAL HISTORY VOLUME: TO
BENGHAZI, PAGE 282). (IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM PHOTOGRAPH).
AWM Image 128415

Buq Buq

Liborio Bonadonna was a private in the Italian Army,
serving with the 231 Legion Militia when he was
captured at Buq Buq on 11th December 1940. The
Battle of Sidi Barrani was the opening battle of
Operation Compass and 38,300 Italians were
captured at Sidi Barrani and Buq Buq from 10 – 11
December 1940.

NAA: A791 C101539, Buonadonna, Librio
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Battle of Sidi Barrani Egypt

AWM Photograph
SIDI BARRANI, EGYPT. 1941. A LONG LINE OF ITALIAN SOLDIERS MAKE THEIR
WAY AROUND A CURVE ON A GRAVEL ROAD. THEY CARRY THEIR
POSSESSIONS AS WELL AS WEAPONS.

AWM Photograph
Maker: Hurley, James Francis (Frank)
SIDI BARRANI, EGYPT. COMPLETE AND UTTER RUIN WAS ALL THAT
REMAINED AFTER THE BOMBARDMENT INFLICTED BY THE NAVY AND AIR
FORCE ON SIDI BARRANI BEFORE THE ARMY MOVED IN AND ROUTED THE
ITALIAN FORCES HOLD...004414

Joanne Tapiolas © Footprints

Buq Buq

Liborio was captured at Buq Buq on 11th December 1940 on
retreat from fighting at the Battle of Sidi Barrani.

At Buq Buq, which is a complimentary name for a desolate ridge, 25 miles
east of Sidi Barrani, more than 20,000 prisoners were fed and watered before
being sent back to the railhead at Mersa Matruh, more than 100 miles back.
Overlooking Sollum is an escarpment a mile and a half from the sea. There are
two roads where the Italians made their last stand.
The Navy plastered Sollum as thoroughly as Sidi Barrani. In neither
place is there a single roof left.
From the escarpment the outlines of Fort Capuzzo can be seen and smoke
over Bardia.
From a few miles west of Mersa Matruh onwards it is heavy going for the
trucks travelling towards the front. A big section of the road west of Mersa
Matruh has been torn up, and detours must be made through where the dust
is getting deeper and finer every day.
The Italians had, unfortunately, only half-made the road from Sidi
Barrani to Buq Buq, but, fortunately, they abandoned their road-making
machinery when they retreated.
With the termination of the British drive to Bardia, the first phase of the
Western Desert campaign may be said to be completed.
Italian losses in men and material and, above all, in morale, are almost
beyond comprehension.
Undoubtedly the large number of captured Italian vehicles helped to save
transport, whilst the capture of huge Italian dumps of food
made possible humane treatment of prisoners,

BUQ BUQ, EGYPT. THE SUN GOES DOWN ON THE BATTLE FIELD. ENGLISH TROOPS GUARDING
MORE PRISONERS NEAR THE WATER TANKS. IN FACT THE WATER TANKS ARE BUG BUG - THERE IS
ABSOLUTELY NOTHING ELSE THERE. (PHOTOGRAPHED BY F. HURLEY).
(AWM Image 004449)
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Tobruk

Hay, NSW. 9 September 1943. Group of Italian prisoners of war (POW) interned at No.
6 POW Group. In this group are known to be: 46032 Raffaele Lomonaco; 46627
Giuseppe Restivo; 46007 Antonio Lumia (front row second left); 45586 Isidoro De
Blasi; 46206 Gaetano Mineo; 45360 Giuseppe Cannata; 45103 Leonardo Barbera;
45997 Pietro Lomonte; 46221 Antonio Rondi and 47999 Leonardo Ciaccio. Note: The
number is an assigned POW number.
(Australian War Memorial Lewecki Image 030143/33)
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The Attack on
Tobruk.
Situation at 11 am
21st January 1941.
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Antonino remembers: The next day the English bombed
us. With their guns. The enemy navy approached the
port… fired shells up to 20 kilometres.

Tobruk, Libya

Shells fell on us… up to 250 kilos. Luckily they landed on
sand. Most did not explode… The command telephone
no longer works.
Our commander called Sergeant Traina, from Vittoria,
near Canicatti, “Traina, the phone does not work
anymore!.. You must go.. On a motorcycle. He returned
alive… “Captain, the colonel told me… we are free
because in a moment the enemies will make us
prisoners”.
To fire, to flee, to surrender…. Everything is allowed…
the Colonel tells us. “Take with you whatever you
want… one moment to the other we will be prisoners.”
We took a white sheet. Sign of surrender. We hijacked
our guns… Very soon after the tanks… we are there,
prisoners!. Everyone took his things. A piece of bread.
The captain shared the stocks.

23.1.1941 TOBRUK - HIGH OFFICERS OF THE ITALIAN NAVY & ARMY LED THEIR MEN OUT
OF TOBRUK TO SURRENDER TO BRITISH FORCES. ALTHOUGH WITHOUT GUARDS, THIS
COLUMN OF PRISONERS MARCHED WITH PERFECT DISCIPLINE TO THE PRISONERS CAMP
WHERE THEY WERE HANDED OVER BY THEIR OWN OFFICERS. (NEGATIVE BY F. HURLEY).
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They surrounded us like sheep. We all prisoners, in
column. When the English and the Australians arrived…
to our captain, they confiscated the watch, his
binoculars, his belt, his weapon. All our watches were
confiscated. To some soldiers their wallets, personal
photographs.
We walked toward their lines. We were locked up in an
airport. No food. No Water… No place to sleep.

TOBRUK - ITALIAN PRISONERS. (NEGATIVE BY F. HURLEY).
23rd January 1941

Encircled by tanks ...
... if one of our soldiers approached the barriers he risked being killed.
When we walked ... dead on the side of the road.
Close to me a corpse.
Lying on the side of the road.
Forbidden to approach it.
If we dared to do it, from the top of their tanks ... a shot ...
... our turn to be killed.
They shut us in at this airport.
140000 men.
No place to sleep.
140000 men ...
140000 men ...
No food. No water.
The next day, some cried.
Others said, "I shall never see my wife again."
"I will never see my daughter again."
Discouraged.
One of our Sergeant Major ...
... only son ...
... born in Vittoria ...
... his mother treated him like a young lady.
He was crying. "If my mother knew it."
"In what condition I am".
He was wearing a scarf.
Sand everywhere on him.
There the sand flew very high.
Antonino Lumia
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Tobruk, Libya

TOBRUK - AUSTRALIAN TROOPS ADVANCE UPON AN ITALIAN GUN POSITION
ALONG THE INNER CIRCLE OF THE TOBRUK DEFENCES. IN THE BACKGROUND
CAN BE SEEN THE BURNING MASS OF THE ITALIAN CRUISER SAN GORGIO.

AN ITALIAN ARTILLERY POSITION DESTROYED DURING THE CAPTURE OF TOBRUK
FORTRESS, SITUATED A LITTLE TO THE NORTH OF THE ACROMA ROAD, NORTH
WEST OF MACCHIA BIANCA.
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Gialo
Gialo was strategically important
because of its location and supply of
water. The Battle of Gialo began 24th
November 1941.
Angelo was captured at Gialo on 25th
November 1941.

1941 'Italian Prisoners', Kalgoorlie Miner
(WA : 1895 - 1950), 1 December, p. 3. ,
viewed 28 Mar 2018,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.newsarticle95156066

1941 'NEW CLIMAX REACHED IN DESERT
BATTLE', Northern Star (Lismore, NSW : 1876 1954), 27 November, p. 1. , viewed 15 Apr
2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.newsarticle98948181

1941 'Augila and Gialo', Kalgoorlie Miner (WA : 1895 - 1950), 4 December,
p. 5. , viewed 25 Mar 2018, http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article95158556

Photo courtesy of Jim Buchanan
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Battle of Gialo
• Gialo is situated on the north west edge of the Sand Sea and is part of a chain of oases- Siwa, Jarabub, Jalo and Aujila. Along the route from
Jarabub to Jalo was a 190 mile track. The allied plan was to ‘make the enemy believe that a substantial armoured force was moving to the
oasis area [and] divert forces to meet the threat.” (Agar-Hamilton and Turner) Dozens of carboard dummy tanks wandered around to fool
Axis reconnaissance.
• Force E consisting of 750 3rd/2nd Punjabis and artillery armed by British gunners took Gialo. They had enough food and petrol to get there.
• Gialo consisted of palm trees, a fort, small clumps of huts, wells and pumpkin patches, scattered in the undulating sand. A series of mounds
about 15 feet high, covered in evergreen hid machine guns and Bredas. It was protected by a ‘full battalion of elite Bersaglieri.’
(http://www.avalanchepress.com/SouthAfricaPreview.php)
• Battle of Gialo: E Force took 670 prisoners.

• Night of 20/21 November 1941: Force E was 85 miles north of Gialo.
• Evening of 23rd November 1941: Brigadier Reid moved Force E to approach Gialo that night.
• 24th November 1941: Assault of Gialo from south-west at dawn. Force E held pinned by Bredas and machine guns. Assault halted. Punjabis
sent to west to attack in the evening. Punjabis attacked from the west with bayonets. Infantry took the village and then the fort. Fifteen
Italian officers were found ready to sit down to dinner, surprised by the assault. Officers were locked in their mess. Ordinary ranks were
locked up in a large court room.

• 25th November 1941: Attack from north east of Gialo – El Libba sector. Allied cars with machine guns and a small group fighting at the point
of the bayonet. Four hour action saw casualties: Allies- 1 killed and 2 wounded, Axis- 2 Italians killed and 27 taken prisoner. Seized- 3 antitank guns, 6 Breda light machine guns.

Angelo was with 7th Reggimento Bersaglieri and was captured on 25th November 1941
‘What had been the VIII battaglione motociclisti of 7 Reggimento Bersaglieri had been broken up in September 1941 to help form a mixed heavy weapons battalion
(battalione armi d’accompagnamento e controcarri). It was still in the process of formation and located at the oasis of Gialo where there was a fort and small airfield.
This was over 200 miles south west of the main part of the reggimento at Tobruk. It was here that this incomplete battaglione was attacked and destroyed on 24
November 1941.’ (Craig Douglas)
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Map and photo from The Sidi Rezeg Battles 1941 by Agar-Hamilton and Turner
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Giarabub
Surrender of Giarabub Libya
21st March 1943
The Siege of Giarabub (now Jaghbub) in Libya,
was an engagement
between Commonwealth and Italian forces,
during the Western Desert Campaign of
the WW2. In the aftermath of Operazione E,
the invasion of Libya by the Italian 10th
Army (9–16 September 1940), Operation
Compass (9–16 December) by the Western
Desert Force (WDF), the Battle of Sidi el
Barrani and the pursuit of the 10th Army into
Cyrenaica (16 December 1940 – 9 February
1941), the fortified Italian position at the Al
Jaghbub Oasis was besieged by parts of the 6th
Australian Division. The 6th Australian
Divisionary Cavalry Regiment (6th ADCR)
began the siege in December 1940 and
isolated the oasis, leaving the Italian garrison
dependent on the Regia Aeronautica. Air
transport proved insufficient and hunger
prompted many of the locally recruited troops
to desert. After being reinforced by the 2/9th
Australian Battalion and a battery of the 4th
Royal Horse Artillery the Australians attacked
Giarabub on 17 March 1941 and the Italian
garrison surrendered on 21 March.

"GIARABUB OURS" Chronicle (Adelaide, SA : 1895 - 1954) 27
March 1941: 33. Web. 22 Sep 2018 <http://nla.gov.au/nla.newsarticle92403240>.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siege_of_Giarabub
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Giarabub, Libya. 22 March 1941. Italian prisoners of war (POWs), Giarabub. (AWM
Image 03086/17 Photographer Schmedje, Theodore James

GIARABUB, LIBYA, 1941-04-16. AN AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH OF THE FORMER ITALIAN
STRONGHOLD WHICH WAS CAPTURED BY THE 18TH AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BRIGADE 1941-0321. THE BRIGADE, UNDER THE COMMAND OF BRIGADIER G.F. WOOTTEN, WAS SUPPORTED IN
THE ATTACK BY THE 6TH AUSTRALIAN CAVALRY REGIMENT AND ONE BATTERY OF THE 4TH
ROYAL HORSE ARTILLERY.
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http://saharayro.free.fr/popgiarabub.htm

http://sagagiarabub.blogspot.com/
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Bardia

Photos courtesy of Thea Beswick, Althea Kleidon, Luigi Tommasi, Lina Scalora, Paola Zagonara, Nino Cipolla,
Ian Harsant, Raffaele Iacopina, Rosa Melino, Samuele Micali, Grace Sneath, Ferdinando Pancisi
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Battle of Bardia
Bardia is a small town on the Mediterranean coast of Libya, in the region of
Cyrenaica, approximately 30 kilometres from the Egyptian border. During the
early decades of the 20th century it was developed as a military outpost
during Italy's colonisation of the region. Prior to the Second World War it was
fortified by the construction of an arc of defensive posts, 29 kilometres long,
around the town and its small harbour.
Bardia was the site of the first battle fought by Australian troops in the
Second World War. On the morning of 3 January 1941, troops of the 16th
Brigade of the 6th Australian Division attacked and broke through the western
face of the defensive perimeter, while the 2/6th Battalion mounted a
diversion in the south. Troops of the 17th Australian Brigade joined the
fighting later in the morning to clear the southern portion of the Italian
defences, while the 16th Brigade advanced toward Bardia itself.
Bardia was captured late in the afternoon of 4 January, but Italian resistance
in the southern portion of the perimeter, which had been particularly
determined, did not cease until the morning of 5 January; the diversionary
force had encountered the toughest fighting of all. The attack had cost the
6th Division 130 men killed and 326 wounded but netted them approximately
40,000 Italian prisoners and large quantities of arms, rations, equipment, and
alcohol. All of which was put to good use by the Australians. (AWM)
Australian War Memorial, Battle of Bardia,; Keating, Geoffrey (Major), The Western Desert Campaign Image
E1579, Imperial War Museum; Hurley, Frank, Bardia 5 th January 1941, Image 004931, Australian War Memorial
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Bardia: arc of
defensive posts
29 km long

Map of Battle of Bardia, Position at Dusk on 3 rd January 1941, from Battle of
Bardia Wikipedia
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Ethiopia and Eritrea

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_East_Africa#/media/File:Italian_East_Africa_map_1936.jpg
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en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_East_Africa#/media/File:
Italian_communications_in_Ethiopia,_April_1941.jpg

en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Italian_East_Africa#/me
dia/File:Map_Eritrean_Campaign_1941-en.svg
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The Battle of Keren in Eritrea fought from 3 February to 27 March, 1941, in which troops of the British Empire
fought against Italian associations. It was one of the most important battles in Italian East Africa in World War
2.
Italy in 1940 conquered British Somaliland and some land on the borders with Kenya and Sudan, including the
strategically important town of Kassala. During the British counter-attack, the British conquered the Sudanese
town near the Eritrean border back and started from there an invasion of the Italian colony of Eritrea. By
taking the port city of Massawa, including the local Italian naval base, the British advanced on the Red Sea and
occupied the strategically important town of Kerenmeet occupied by Italy, where with favourable terrain
could also be exploited for defence.

Battle of Keren
Nicola was captured on 27th March 1941 at Keren

A stronger Italian division occupied the mountain ranges of the access road to Keren. On 3 February, the 4th
Indian Division attempted for the first time to take some of these mountains, which failed after four days of
heavy fighting. On 7 February, the fifth Indian Brigade, attacked on the Italian right wing in a night. Some
peaks were taken (Aqua Col), but the Italians threw the Indian troops during the battle back again. On 10, he
joined the brigade in February to a renewed attack on the Col Aqua, but again had to withdraw with heavy
losses (fees awarded the Victoria Cross). Then he put the British attacks transient, and they were supplied with
reinforcements, including a British and an Indian battalion and a Free French brigade.
In mid-March began a major Allies attack. The 4th Indian Division attacked on the left flank, while the fifth
took on the right side in Dologorodoc, and then pushed forward on Falestoh zeban. Only12 km away from
Keren laid the seventh Indian brigade to conduct a diversionary attack.
On 15 March, he stormed the two Indian divisions after an air strike and artillery bombardment of the
mountain ranges and achieved all its objectives. Three peaks were after an Italian counterattack lost. On 16
March, it was stuck on the further advance by the Italian defensive fire in Dologorodoc. The following day, the
British threw their reserves into the battle, but came because of constant attacks against Italian made little
progress. These heavy fighting raged for five days, both sides had significant losses reported. Only the Italians
lost two thirds of its troops. On the evening of 26, Indian pioneers succeeded in March, under heavy Italian
mortar – and artillery fire, a breach to beat. By the morning of the 27th March, the tanks of the Royal Tank
Regiment in the direction of Keren rolled. After this breakthrough, the Italian associations were attracted back
and evacuated from Keren before the arrival of British tanks.
After several weeks of fighting, the Allies had to mourn 536 killed and 3299 wounded; on the Italian side were
more than 3,000 soldiers died and almost all the other wounded.

The Italian troops, which had stopped the British advance in Keren for two months, withdrew after Abyssinia
back. On 1 April, the British reached Asmara and marched from there to Massawa. The local Italian
commander, Admiral Bonetti, rejected a British request to lay down their arms and surrender. The five Italian
destroyers stationed at Massawa ran on 2 April to attack from Port Sudan, but were discovered by British
reconnaissance planes. The British torpedo planes sank four of the destroyers, the fifth was severely damaged
and sunk in it herself, the little Italian Submarine – Squadron drove to the Cape of Good Hope to Bordeaux.
ww2pro.com/battle-of-keren/
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Keren#/media/File:BattleofKerenMap1941-en.svg
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27th March 1941
At dawn on March 27th, 1941, white flags of surrender
fluttered on the summit of Mount Sanchil, more than 6,000
feet above sea-level and the highest feature of the natural
fortress of mountains guarding the Keren Plain. Little parties
of Italians and Eritreans, carrying smaller white flags, were
beginning to make their way down the mountainside.
The battle of Keren was over – but at considerable cost –
nearly 4,000 British and Indian soliders had either been
killed or wounded. For more than seven weeks, these troops
had fought magnificently, under conditions of extreme
difficulty, to break through the enemy defences manned by
some of the best soldiers the Italians could produce –
Bersiglieri, Alpini and Savoy Grenadiers. By Geffrey Evans
www.historytoday.com/geoffrey-evans/battle-keren

Watch a video : Keren Occupied 1941
www.youtube.com/watch?v=BDaP1jAZlFA
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Photo courtesy of Katia Evangelista

Captured at Massaua
Both from the Amalfi Coast of Italy, Antonio
Franco was from Maiori Salerno and Giovanni
Irace was from Praiano Salerno.
Another interesting point of history is the place
and date of capture for Irace and Franco. Both
sailors in the Italian Navy, they were captured at
Massaua (Massawa) on 8th April 1941.
“The Red Sea Flotilla was a unit of the Italian
Royal Navy (Regia Marina Italia) based
in Massawa, Eritrea, when Massawa was part
of Italian East Africa. In World War II, the Red
Sea Flotilla was active against the British Royal
Navy East Indies Station from Italy’s declaration
of war on 10 June 1940 until the fall of
Massawa on 8 April 1941.
The location of the squadron meant it was
isolated from the main Italian bases in
the Mediterranean by distance and British
dispositions. The British capture of Massawa
and other Italian ports in the region ended the
Italian naval presence in the region in April
1941.”
(Wikipedia: Red Sea Flotilla)
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Farm of Clarrie Knowles Ross Creek via Gympie
Antonio Franco and Giovanni Irace
(photo courtesy of Kathy Worth)

Wolchefit, Wolkefit, Uolchefit
Antioco Pinna was captured 27th September
1941.
27th September 1941 The Wolkefit
headquarters ends. The Italian garrison
surrenders to the troops of the 25th East
African Brigade.

Antioco Pinna Autonomous Detachment Autocentro in Gondar
(photo courtesy of Luigi Pinna)

1941 '4000 SURRENDER AT WOLCHEFIT', Examiner
(Launceston, Tas. : 1900 - 1954), 30 September, p.
1. (LATE NEWS EDITION), viewed 16 Apr 2018,
http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article52466929
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Antioco Pinna [on left] Octobeer 23 1940
(photo courtesy of Luigi Pinna

