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A little background

My area of research is Italian prisoners of war in Queensland.  These were Italian soldiers who either surrendered 
or where captured in North Africa: Egypt, Libya, Eritrea, Ethiopia with some being captured in Greece and Albania.  

During my research I have become familiar with a number of archived documents about Qld Resident Italian 
Internees. I can only give guidance and assistance to Italian families whose fathers and grandfathers were interned.  
I do not fully understand the process of internment and release but can point you in the right direction.

A question often asked is : Is there a list of internees and where they were sent?  Unfortunately, I have not found a 
list yet. Families need to find the clues on their relatives’ documents.  And then meld this information with the 
stories their fathers, grandfathers, mothers and grandmothers told them about this time.

Lastly, families need to record the stories as part of their family history.  There is a strong case for districts to 
compile these stories from all families who were affected by the policy of Internment.  

There is enough interest in the Burdekin for this to happen.  All you need is a venue, a co-ordinator and interested 
family members.  I am more than happy to walk people through the archives and the search process and a little 
background about internment.  If families write their story, then the role of co-ordinator is minimal. 

How to preserve this history:  it could be a book, a website/blog or a one off book donated to the Burdekin Library.  
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Where to Start…

• www.naa.gov.au The official National Archives of Australia contains records relating to 
Queensland Resident Italian INTERNEES and Italian migrant immigration and naturalisation files. 

• There are two main files available on-line for each Queensland Italian who was INTERNED.

• MP1103/1 contains the Service and Casualty Form – this form details all movements in Australia

• MP1103/2 contains three forms – Report on Prisoner of War (including family details and 
signature, Property Statement (money on hand and signature) and Report for International 
Bureaux of Relief and Information  
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If you can’t find your relative with a name search

Some of the Problems

• Army clerks sometimes spelt names incorrectly on the forms eg Samuele, Samuelo; Santa, Sante; Di Micco, De Micco;

• Transcribers for National Archives sometimes made mistakes eg Savato instead of Sabato;

• Some Italians have had their names spelt differently on different records eg Daidone, Diadone; Amuri, Amore, Amure;

• Some  Italians gave a short name eg Franco instead of Francesco

Some of the Solutions

• Enter surname only – sometimes first names are typed incorrectly eg Guiseppe instead of Giuseppe, Liugi instead of Luigi

• If there are too many results – enter name then the words … Italian internee

• Search by date of birth eg 28 August 1914 Italian internee, this will only give you one document: MP1103/1, but it will give you the internee number and assist you 
to find the second document: MP1103/2

• Enter first name only if it is an unusual first name eg Egidio, Ugo, Liborio, Umberto. Firmino, Gesuino
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Additional Files

Additionally, for some Italian INTERNEES, they have other files.

Copies of these records can be purchased from the NAA.  The cost is $25.00 for a small file and 
$75.00 for a bigger file.

The file can relate to internment, appeal of internment and/or immigration and naturalisation files
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How to Order Additional Files from NAA
• Click on File eg A367 C 3774
• Go to right hand corner, request a copy.
• Click continue
• Proceed to checkout
• Click No, continue to checkout as a guest
• Follow process: contact details and make payment
• Wait 30 days… an email will be sent to you with a link to access the 

documents
• Some files indicate: Not Yet Examined…click on file, request a copy.  This 

file needs to be ‘looked’ at.  Once it has been examined, you will be sent an 
email with details about how to order this file.
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What does this information mean?

• Each document holds important information about your father or grandfather’s journey as an 
INTERNEE.

• Gaythorne was a prisoner of war and internment camp and mainly used as a transit camp. Gaythorne 
was where the processing of internees began and the paperwork completed.  

• I will be posting a feature on Gaythorne on my website soon.  The information is generic as it applies to 
both POWs and INTERNEES. (italianprisonersofwar.com)

• On my website, there is a menu item : POW Camps in Australia but the lists per state include the details 
of Internment Camps eg Loveday held Italian POWs as well as German, Japanese and Italian 
INTERNEES.  Click on the linked documents for further information.

• How to read the  Service and Casualty Card follows….
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Internment Number: Q = QueenslandPlace of Capture = Town 
where arrested

Read Date of Casualty 
Column for date of 
movement/transfer

Gaythorne Internment Camp 
(Brisbane)

Italians north of 
Townsville were sent 
to Stewart Creek 
(Stuart Creek) Transit 
Camp 

Date of Capture: 
27.3.42 Taken to 
local jails, the Italians 
were then trained 
south under guard

This man left Gaythorne 
13.4.42 and arrived in 
Cowra Internment Camp 
15.4.42

The majority of Qld 
Italian internees were 
sent to Loveday 
Internment Camp 
South Australia

Released: Some were released and returned to Queensland, some Italians were drafted to work with Allied Works 
Council, Manpower, Civil Aliens Corps on public works programs Joanne Tapiolas ©  Footprints



Released…
• This is an interesting topic.  

• Question often asked: If my father was no longer interned and was ‘released’, 
then why was he sent to Alice Springs to build roads

• War time government has the power to allocate manpower resources to where 
they were most needed.  

• Allied Works Council had two branches: Civil Constructional Corps (CCC) and Civil 
Aliens Corps (CAC) and Manpower Directorate had state branches.

• Non-internee Italians were also drafted into the Civil Aliens Corps (not 
naturalised, they could not be drafted into the army; not deemed security risk, 
they were not interned.

• You will see notations on the Service and Casualty Form eg CAC Tas (Civil Aliens 
Corps Tasmania, Manpower SA, AWC Vic (Alied Works Council Victoria) 
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Forms in File MP1103/2

• There are a number of documents in the MP1103/2 File.

• Personal details eg date of birth, next of kin, names of parents 
(including maiden name for mother), how long in Australia

• Signature… a very personal reminder of your fathers and grandfathers

• Personal Effects to include items taken with them and also assets.

• Name of person in charge on their journey to Gaythorne: from whom 
received eg Sgt. Monk (not sure if this person  was police or army)
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Further Reading

• A Migrant’s Story by Osvaldo Bonutto (includes a section on his 
internment from the Texas district)

• Sugar, Tears and Eyeties by Peter Dalseno (includes a section on his 
internment from the Ingham district)

• Behind the Barbed Wire: Internment in Australia World War 2 by 
Margaret Bevege (policy, implementation, round up, camp life, the 
long way home)

• Sometimes a little injustice must be suffered for the public good by 
Maria Glaros
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