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Day
Sale3

Specials valid from 05/10/17 to 07/10/17
or while stocks last.

SPECIALS WORTH
CELEBRATING

Tooheys
New Block
Cans 375mL

Jim Beam &
Cola 4.8% or
Canadian Club
& Dry 4.8%
Premix Cube
Cans 375mL

Great
Northern
Super Crisp
Stubbies
330mL

Houghton
Stripe
Classic
Range

Bundaberg
UP Rum

1
LI

TR
E24 Pack

$43ea

750mL

4 for

$30
1 Litre

$49ea

$3430
per 700mL

Equates to

24 Pack

$70ea
30 Pack

$50ea

cellarbrations.com.auCellarbrations supports the responsible service of alcohol. Specials available in Cellarbrations QLD stores ONLY. Not all varieties available in all stores. Some products may not be available
in country stores due to Liquor Licencing Accords. No trade supplied. Pricing may vary in country or regional areas. Tobacco and alcohol not supplied to or for under 18’s. E.& O.E. Images for
advertising purposes only. Cans may not be available at all outlets.

• Australian Hotel Gympie • Charlies Hotel • Centro Shopping Centre
• Goldfields Shopping Centre • Charlies Hotel Plaza Liquor

NEWS

WITH few men available for
farm work, Bernard Mason
signed up to employ Italian
prisoners of war in mid-1944.
On June 8, 1944, Mario
Mercuri and Guido Vaccarini
were escorted to his
property at Lagoon Pocket
by military staff.
By the time Mario and
Guido arrived at Mason’s
property, they had left their
footprints across four
countries. As POWs, they
had spent time in temporary
caged compounds in the
deserts of North Africa,
POW camps on the Suez
Canal in India and Cowra,
Australia. For 19 brief
months, they lived and
worked at Lagoon Pocket,
settling in quickly to the
daily routine of farm life.
Petrol rationing meant
that farmers became
charcoal burners, making
charcoal as a fuel to power
trucks. Tractors were
non-existent and the ploughs
were pulled by horses.
Gympie farms did very well
during the war, provided

that they had workers.
Gympie, being well situated,
supplied fruit and vegetables
directly to the southern
markets of Brisbane and
Sydney.
Bernard Mason grew a
diverse range of fruit and
vegetable crops and also had
another 40-acre property
from which he pioneered the
macadamia industry. At the
time, there was no interest
for ‘bush nuts’ and the
Department of Primary
Industry had little
information about its
commercial viability. But
Bernie, with the assistance
of the ‘Ityes’, planted 800
macadamia seedlings, which
in time was known to be the
largest macadamia seedling
plantation in existence.
It was in this bucolic
setting that the POWs
became part of the Mason
family. Barry Mason was
only a child at the time, but
he remembers the men well.
“I remember how they
would put my sisters in a
fruit basket and carry them

around. And they played
games with us,” he said.
“Dad bought them each a
watch and push bike. There
were rules about when and
where they could go on their
days off, so I suppose this is
why he bought those items
for them. They made no
attempt to attend church,
and I remember a story
about Guido and church.
“Apparently, he told dad, ‘No
church. Madonna no think of
me. Me no think of
Madonna’.
“And there was the story
about the POWs at the
Butler vineyard. Jack Butler

had the Italians prune back
the vines and had a fit when
he saw what they had done.
“They had cut them right

back and Jack believed that
they had ruined his vines.
As it turned out, these POWs
knew more than a little bit
about vineyards and the
next crop was the best crop
every grown on the farm.”
It was however to be a

near tragedy that cemented
a lifelong friendship
between the Mason family
and the Vaccarini family.
Guido saved the lives of
Bernie’s two daughters,
Valda and Rae. The girls had
been playing in the cabin of
the Ford V8 truck when they
were rendered unconscious
by carbon monoxide. Bernie,
Guido and Mario were in the
packing shed when Guido
realised he could not hear
the girls. He told Bernie,

“Boss, bambini quiet…”
Giudo had found the girls
slumped and unconscious in
the truck’s cabin. The girls
were removed from the
truck and laid on the floor.
Guido was loaded with one
of the girls on the back of
the truck and Mrs Mason in
the cabin with the other
lifeless girl.The rush of fresh
air across the face of the
little girl on the back of the
truck stirred her but it
wasn’t until they arrived at
Dr Warrener’s in Gympie,
when a nurse revived the
other child, that the family
knew both girls were safe.
The doctor said that without
the action of Guido, the girls
would have died.
After his repatriation to
Italy in 1947, Guido wrote to
Bernie to ask for
sponsorship to return to
Australia. Bernie Mason

said, Guido arrived back in
Gympie in 1950 and his wife
Rina emigrated a year later.
Barry said, “When my dad
died, the family wished for
the graveside service to be
private. Guido asked to pay
his respects to my dad and
we decided that he deserved
a place there.”
The Mason and Vaccarini
families still reside in
Gympie. While time
progresses quickly these
days and memories fade, the
stories of the Italian POWs
on Gympie farms are clearly
remembered. The special
bonds forged between a
prisoner of war and a
Gympie farmer continue to
be part of Gympie’s Italian
prisoner of war history.
If you have information
about the Italian POWs,
email Ms Tapiolas on
joannetappy@gmail.com.

Tales emerge
The Gympie community has helped researcher Joanne Tapiolas peel
back multiple layers of the history of Gympie’s Italian prisoners of war.
In August, we ran a photo of four workers on Beattie’s Calico Creek
Farm in the 1940s, of which Ms Tapiolas was desperate to find out
information only locals would know. Ms Tapiolas has since welcomed
tales of tragedy and triumph from local residents, including this one
about the Mason family, from Gympie resident Barry Mason.

THE BLOKES: Bernard, Guido and Joe at the farm in the 1940s. PHOTO: CONTRIBUTED

POWs planting pineapples on
the farm.
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